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CRITICISM OF PLANS FOR NEW 
H.Q. PREMATURE? 


Talk of ‘“‘Mausoleums”’ and “‘Anti-Ugly action’’ 


The shape of the L.A.’s new headquarters to be built in Store Street, London, is naturally 
exercising the opinions of many members, and thanks to the inevitably personal, subjective 
reaction which is inherent in any discussion of design, the opinions which have recently 





nes in the press have been critical. Letters have been published in the Listener and the 
Observer, in one of which the writer has spoken of “fears that we may get a pompous 


mausoleum or a faceless egg-crate”—and “one of these alternatives seems more 


robable”. Another librarian wrote that ““Protests have so far 


proved useless; discussion 


been suppressed in the L.A. Record’’; and he deplored the fact that the design had not 
been thrown open to competition. (The new Secretary of the L.A. replied in the Observer 
to the charge that correspondence to the Record had been “suppressed’’ by explaining that 


the three letters which had been received, suggesting another choice of architect, were 
not published because the contract had by that time been let.) 


As was pointed out in the letter sent to all members 
in November, the firm of Sir Giles Scott are actin 
as architects for the new offices. Sir Giles Scott’s eon 
has included the Liverpool Cathedral Competition, 
the Battersea and Bankside power stations in London, 
a number of church buildings, and work on univer- 
sity libraries at Oxford and Cambridge. And in 
common with probably every other prominent 
architect, Sir Giles’s work has at some time been the 
subject of healthy controversy—his post-war design 
for the Bankside “B” power station was an example 
which will be recalled. Nor is it amy secret that in 
much of his work Sir Giles Scott is associated with 
a style of architecture which is not currently em- 
ployed by many contemporary architects, and it is 
clearly this feature of the planning for the new L.A. 
building which has inspired the criticisms that have 
been published. 

One point deserves to be borne in mind, however, 
before passing too hasty judgments on the planning. 
The L.A. is committed to no irrevocabie step 
regarding the final design, nor to the acceptance of 
plans which cannot be varied, simply by the choice 
of the architect. In so far as it is possible to formulate 


them, the wishes and preferences of the Association 
generally will be taken into account in the designing 
of the new offices. 

The feasibility of throwing the project open to an 
architectural. competition had to be considered 
against the time required for all the for- 
malities governing entries and for the di task 
of adjudication; and this, in turn, against the pro- 
gramme of London University, whose interest in 
Chaucer House is necessarily to incorporate the site 
in their own development plans. The obstacles to 
reconciling these considerations made the conduct 
of a competition impracticable. 

Detailed plans have not yet been considered, but 
at this stage the ur we takin ee Bish Moae 
new headquarters building should r igni 
and rs of the Association and should be con- 
structed in a suitably modern style, And in order to 
obtain the informed views of members, it is being 
arranged that an architect’s model of the new 
offices, in the proposed design, will be on view at 
the Torquay Conference in September, and sub- 
sequently at Chaucer House. 








litan London’s smallest borough will, by 
pays So have Europe’s most = library. 
On April 24th the Lord Chancellor laid the founda- 
tion stone of a quarter million pound central library 


St. Pancras 

Suffering the unfortunate distinction of being Lon- 
don’s only metropolitan borough without a central 
library, and no doubt understandably green with 
envy at the big planning going on in Holborn, 





which promises to be a national 

showpiece, thanks to the opportunity 

which is being taken to incorporate 

numerous modern features. 

In place of its cramped, totally in- 
Town Hall, 


wate site hard by 
Holborn 


will move into a spacious 





SITE 
FOR NEW 
LIBRARY 


St. Pancras have, at long last, secured 
a compulsory purchase order for the 
site of the old Bedford music hall in 
Camden Town. The Bedford closed 
about five years ago and is due to be 
demolished shortly. 

Architects have — and 








three-storey building which will in- 
corporate a lecture theatre seating 200, a children’s 
theatre and a terraced roof garden, with more land 
reserved for expansion over the next 100 years. 
The site is in Theobalds Road and the plan locates 
the reference department, with ceiling to floor 
windows, looking on to the lawns and flower beds 
of Grays Inn Gardens. 

A 90 ft. by 40 ft. lending hall will hold 100,000 
books and adjacent to it will be a quick reference 
department, The main reference library will be on 
two floors, with capacity for 40,000 volumes and 
seating accommodation for 72 readers. A gramo- 
phone library of 6,000 records, a junior library and 
an archives room will complete the main sections 


of the library r. 

Technical decals include: underfloor heating by 
electric elements; double glazing to cut down heat 
losses; a mechanical booster for circulating fresh air; 
shelving nowhere less than 15 inches from the floor, 
to obviate stooping, and easily removable shelves 
and fittings so that they may be scrapped and replaced 
when necessary; acoustics planned for quietness, 
together with soundproof study cubicles; and a room 
for meetings, with one wall which will slide up and 
down by push-button control. The library has been 
designed by the borough architect, Mr. S. A. G. 
Cook, and his deputy. 

With the opening of the new library, a part of the 
present central library will become the West 
Holborn Branch, and the East Holborn Branch, 
because of its proximity to the new site, will close. 


Cambridge 
Sir Hugh Casson and Mr. Neville Conder have 
denied a new building for the Faculty of Econo- 
mics and Politics, to incorporate the Marshall 
Library which is to be Ras pa of the centre of 
Cambridge (see April Liaison, p.30). 

On each side of the new building will be wings 
of another building, now under construction, to 


house the libraries of the Faculty of English and the’ 


of Modern and Medieval Languages, raised 
clear of the ground on columns. 
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from their designs it is hoped that a 
er emerge to match that a rater in 
neighbouring Holborn. 

Swadlincote- 

the library with that sinking feeling, where mining 
subsidence has given the floor a decided list, is 
hoping to be installed in new premises in March 
next year. Negotiations with the National Coal 
Board have resulted in construction beginning on 
a new building in a subsidence-free area. The 
= are contributing {£10,000 of the £17,000 
total. 


Lambeth 


Plans for an “ambitious scheme’’ for building a 
£20,000 library on the new St. Martin’s Estate, 
Upper Tulse Hill, have been agreed between the 
L.C.C. and Lambeth. 

The library will occupy four two-roomed flats 
on the first floor, as well as the whole of the.ground 
floor of a block of flats, and will have a storage area 
in the basement. 

Assuming that Ministry approval is not withheld, 
it is hoped that building will begin in July of this 
year. 

Sunderland 

“The best library service in the North East” is the 
aim of an £86,000 plan for Sunderland. A new 
lendingslibrary, with half as much shelf space again 
as at is to go up, along with a junior library 
double the size of the existing one. The reference 
library service will take over the area now in 
occupation by the lending department which will 
Sate tadheprageci tok mans Ate pole. 
increased seating capacity for more than 60 people. 
Elsewhere will be ~ na for a bindery, exhibition 
materials, archives and microfilm storage. 

This, said the Director, should give Sunderland 
something the town has never before: a first- 
class library and reference facilities. 





























































Cinderella or Tortoise? 





One reaction to last month’s conference of the Reference and Special Libraries Group 
at Leicester was that the L.A. has got to become more actively research-minded. Mr. 
Vickery (I.C.L.) instanced that in the past two years the L.A. had been able to devote 
a bare 150 spare-time man-hours to research, with the result that the solution of no 
problem had been completed and investigation of many others had not begun. (And 
Mr. Vickery might have added that the L.A.’s Research Committee itself presents the 
curious situation of a research body having no fund allocated to its control for that 


wary papers? 

Site for New Library (cont). 

Birmi 

A site for a new Central Library, which will cost 
approximately {14 million, has been chosen— 
21 years City Council authorized the 
Libraries Committee to advertise for competitive 
plans to be submitted for the projected new building. 

The new library will form part of Birmingham’s 
civic centre redevelopment on a site fronting the 
last part of the city’s inner ring road—opposite 
which stands the present cuapnd teeny. 

This will be Birmingham’s third central library. 
The first, built in 1866, was destroyed by fire thirteen 
years later. The present library was opened after 
some three years at a time when the city’s popula- 
tion numbered 500,000 and the library’s accom- 
modation was for about 120,000 books, divided 
among four departments. The present population 
figure is 1,100,000, anid something like 800,000 books 
in nine departments are carried in a building to 
which no extension has been added since its erection 
in 1882. War enaer the 1938 plans for a new 
library, and then -1945 economic and 
financial difficulties caused the plans to be further 
deferred. Now that the project is at last making 
headway, it is ho that actual construction 
will start in 1962—of a library which will be roughly 
three times the size of its predecessor and will iaclade 
mo a facilities as well as quite a number of 
books. 








New Zealand. 
An architectural competition is to be held 
for a new library building for the University 


of Otago, Dunedin. The design is to provide 
for a building not more than 85,000 square 
feet, to accommodate 600 readers and half 
a million volumes at a cost of not more than 
£400,000, 

A new library building has been a priority 
in o University since 1935 and it is 
hoped that the library will be opened by 
1964. 
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“Old boy network” 

The “old boy network”, said Mr. Vickery, 
accounted for the flow of roughly a quarter of the 
total flow of scientific information, and approxi- 
mately the same proportion could be accounted for 
by the picking up of footnotes published in scientific 
journals. Miss Barbara Kyle (National Book League) 
spoke of the “old boy network” as one of the main 
reasons why bibliographies are not used to the 
extent that they might; and both Miss Kyle and the 
opening speaker at the conference, Professor Jack 
Simmons of Leicester University, put much em 
sis on the need and a Ae browsing. Pro! 
Simmons even prom ter speakers to question 
whether such a as oar sledidichiaas 
and information retrieval systems could be happily 
mene eens scholars to browse freely 
among on open access. 

wd go clearly sacich Sos that might be ~ 
added to those which ata Siew had already 
shown comprise a sizeable list m “Awaiting 
Research”. ‘But one idea which the conference 
decided to press was Miss Kyle’s view that some- 
thing in the nature of market research was needed 
to discover just how scientific workers obtain access 
to their material. It was resolved to urge the L.A. 
to call a one-day conference with research workers, 
from professorial to lecturer levels. 

The Hargreaves Survey 

Turning to the reference library situation, Mr. E. 

Hargreaves (Birmingham) had to present a far from 


encour icture of the ition y 
ohesininn ts country—a tal ace 
recent survey. The concept of the reference library 
as the community’s natural centre for reliable 
information had never been thoroughly accepted or 
understood by the general public. Was this, asked 
the speaker, use so often the reference depart- 
ment of the public libr: be i 
unqualified staff, the whole offering a level of service 
Bas nc to G the derisory 
salary the employing authority was prepared to pay 
their reference librarian? 

The latter, the conference agreed, was one topic 
which was less a matter for research than for reme- 


dial action. 








A LETTER FROM NALGO 


in which Mr. W. C. Anderson, General Secretary, comments on a 
recent issue of “‘Liaison’’. 


In his letter dated April 15th, Mr. Anderson writes: “The attention of the Association 
has been drawn to the statement appearing in the February issue of Liaison concerning 
the award of the National Joint Council on the grading of library staffs. I do not 
propose entering into any detailed comment on the facts of the situation, but the 
paragraph headed “NALGO Indicted’, which, if I may say so, is hardly couched in 
normal editorial language, contains certain statements which are quite untrue and call 


for a reply. 


“In the first place, the representatives of the 
Library Association, who met the NALGO repre- 
sentatives prior to the meeting of the National Joint 
Council in January, 1959, were not subjected to a 
‘relentless grilling’ nor were they faced with a 
decision which was a ‘fait accompli’. The relations 
between the representatives of the two associations 
have always been frank, friendly and cordial and 
according to the remarks ed. by the represen- 
tatives of the Library Association at the pe of the 
meeting there was certainly no suggestion that they 
felt that they had been treated any differently and 
any less fairly than on previous occasions. The meet- 
ing was held at short notice as the National Joint 
Council was meeting a few days later, but the deci- 
sion on the grading of library staffs was taken at that 
later meeting of the National Joint Council and was 
considered earlier on that day by the Staff Side, and 
it is not true that any decisive step had been taken 
in the Grading Sub-Committee. 

“Secondly, while it is true that the Library Asso- 
ciation changed its mind as to the basis on which 
it would consider a settlement might be reached and 
sent a letter withdrawing that agreement, it was 
pointed out to the Library Association in a letter of 
reply that, having reached that stage in negotiations, 
it was quite useless then merely to make a technical 
withdrawal from that position. Clearly, if the matter 
were subsequently taken to arbitration, the various 
stages reached in the negotiations would be brought 
to the attention of the Arbitration Court, if not by 
the Staff Side, by the Employers’ Side in presenting 
their case. It will be appreciated that any decision 
as to the continuing “s negotiations or seeking a 
reference to arbitration was a matter for the Staff 
Side and that in any event with the abolition of the 
Industrial Disputes Tribunal any reference to 
arbitration required the joint agreement of the 
Employers’ Side. 

“Thirdly, the conclusion you reached that 
NALGO ‘welshed’ out of its responsibilities to clear 
the decks for the general pay claim is quite untrue 


and bears no examination at all. Your reference to 
‘this sudden, rapid settlement’ contrasts strangely 
with the complaints over the past few months of the 
delay in dealin with what was in fact a long- 
outstanding reference, due to the difficulties en- 
countered during the negotiations because of the 
adamant attitude of the Employers’ representatives.” 


THE EDITORS REPLY 
Our readers will note that Mr. Anderson 
has been accorded the full courtesy of our 
pages, and his letter has been printed in its 
entirety. This is an editorial decision which 


_one regrets has not been reciprocated by 
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Public. Service in respect of letters by 
librarians which, if one is to believe the 
statements of colleagues, have been sent 
to the editor of that Journal, but none of 
which has appeared in print. We will 


answer Mr. Anderson briefly. 

The “relentless grilling” to which Mr. Anderson 
refers was the generally expressed opinion on the 
detailed questions that were put to the L.A. represent- 
atives by the Membership Committee. Mr. Anderson 
may quarrel with our term “fait accompli”, but this 
was a phrase used by an L.A. delegate who was 
present at the m with NALGO, and to give 
point to this we would quote the relevant sentences 
in the March Public Service: “The representatives 
of the Library Association indicated that the proposed 
revised gradings would not be acceptable to them, 
as they felt unable to depart from the decision set 
out above. Nevertheless, the staff side decided to 
accept the proposal of the grading sub-committee 
. . . In other words, these proposals would be 
accepted regardless of the L.A. iy 

Mr. Anderson states that any decision concerning 
arbitration was a matter for the Staff Side. We 
would remind him that the Library Associations’ 














request for such arbitration was based entirely upon 
the advice received from NALGO and that at no 
time, either before or after the abolition of the 
Industrial Disputes Tribunal, did NALGO in any 
way amend or withdraw this advice. Surely any 
change of mind on this important decision could 
have been communicated to the L.A. as a matter 
of courtesy ? 

Like Mr. Anderson, we will not enter into detailed 
comment on the facts of the situation, but merely 
refer our readers to the official statement in the 
March Liaison. 

Mr. Anderson may weil complain of the strong 
language in the February issue. This was a report 
of the Membership Committee at which very 
strong language indeed was expressed. We consider 
we would have failed in our job had we commun- 
icated this response to our members in any other 
terms. 

This we believe to be a fair statement of the 
position and one which refutes Mr. Anderson’s 
allegation of the falsity of our report in the 
February Liaison. We can only express the hope 
that after this most unpleasant episode in L.A. 
history more fruitful accord will be reached in the 


future. 


NALGO Conference Motion 


May I draw the attention of all public librarians 
to an amendment of a motion submitted for the 
consideration of the NALGO Conference at Scar- 
borough this year, to which you refer on p.32 of 
the April Liaison? The amendment was passed by 
the Leeds Branch of NALGO and approved by the 
Yorkshire District Committee. It should, therefore, 
appear with the other motions to the agenda, to be 
printed in the May Public Service. 

The motion in question (No. 12) appears in the 
name of the National Executive Council and reads: 

“That this Conference welcomes, and instructs 
the National Executive Council to take every pos- 
sible action to secure the implementation of, the 
recommendations of the Roberts Committee on the 
Structure of the Public Library Service in England 
and Wales that ‘salary scales for the staff of public 
libraries should be commensurate with their quali- 
fications and responsibilities, and should be applied 
in a manner calculated to make career prospects 
attractive’.”” 

The amendment consists. of the insertion of that 
compelling little word “now after “possible 
action” and before “to secure’’. All librarians should 
urge their local branch to accept this amendment and 
ensure that their Conference delegates are instructed 
to vote for it at Scarborough, before a pigeon-hole 
becomes the nesting-place of the Roberts Report. 

C. A. Crossiey (Leeds). 





NORTH WESTERN 
POLYTECHNIC 
LIBRARIANSHIP 
STUDENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


Old students of the N.W.P. Library 
School will like to know that Mr. R. C. 
Benge leaves in July to form a library 
school in Trinidad. Any who would like 
to be associated with a farewell gift to 
Mr. Benge are invited to send contribu- 
tions to Mr. M. J. Ramsden, B.A., 
Hon. Sec., N.W.P. Librarianship Students 
Association, N.W. Polytechnic, Prince of 

Wales Road, London, N.W.5. 





“John”, a father salites say, will come into my business. 
Alice, who is sure to get married as soon as she decently 
can, needs only a stop-gap occupation. I have influence 
with the Council; I can get Alice into the Public Library.” 
(From The Directory of Opportunities for School Leavers, 19$9.) 





| TEACHING OF 
| LIBRARIANSHIP 
| 


A Course of six lectures arranged by 
the North-Western Polytechnic and 
the Standing Committee for Education 
in Librarianship, May 28th to July 
2nd, 1959. 

This course of lectures on teaching has been 
arranged to assist tutors who are already 
teaching, and also to give those who wish to 
teach some insight into the work. It will be 
held at the North-Western Polytechnic, Prince 
of Wales Road, London, N.W.s; the lectures 
will be given on eg from May 28th to 
July oh to 4.30 p.m.) 

The fee for the whole course is 10s., for 


individual lectures 5s. Some i may ‘find 


it impossible to attend all of them; they are 
recommended to attend, nevertheless, as the 
individual lectures will be of great value in 
themselves. Fees are payable at the North- 
Western Polytechnic. 

It would be helpful if those who wish to 
attend could inform Mr. P. H. Sewell, Head 
of the Department of Librarianship at the 
North-Western Polytechnic, of their intention 
before the commencement of the course. 




















The ROAD TO CLACTON PIER 


he London and Home Counties Branch 

Conference, at Clacton-on-Sea from 
April roth-rath, 1959, was devoted to 
“Working Together: some aspects of 
Library Co-operation”. 

Sir Sydney Roberts discussed the recom- 
mendations of the Roberts Committee, 
stressing that the Library Association’s 
evidence had been “very good indeed”. 
He stated that as a result of a series of 
questions he had put to the Committee 
concerning the effect on library services if 
library powers were transferred to counties 
in some instances, he had been impressed 
by the replies which showed the immense 
resources or potential resources which 
would be available to smaller libraries 
through counties. Sir Sydney did add, 
however, that he was puzzled by some 
conflict of evidence. For example, one 
authority had gained powers from a 
county and claimed to be “doing splen- 


didly”, whilst another had surrendered 
powers to a county with similar results. 
During discussion, it was remarkable that there 
was little strong criticism of the Report, particularly 
as there were present some librarians and local 
ere representatives who might be regarded as 


being disadvantageously affc by the recom- 
mendations. One librarian hoped for Government 
inspection, against which the Roberts Committee 
was apparently unanimous. One Councillor pre- 
ferred central control to be by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government rather than the 
Minister of Education. Sir Sydney stated that he 
considered the Report could not be shelved in- 
definitely and ought at least to be dealt with in the 
context of local government change. 


Co-operation Survey 
Messrs. S. P. L. Filon, P. H. Sewell and 
E. P. Dudley were speakers at a session on 
“Library Co-operation”, for which pre- 
liminary surveys had been undertaken by 
students of the North-Western Polytechnic 
and Ealing Schools of Librarianship. The 
outstanding impression is that there is 
unnecessary duplication of co-operation— 
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one London librarian announced his inten- 
tion of duplicating it still further in the near 
future—with no co-ordination of effort. 
Our many schemes undoubtedly lack 
national direction and leadership and, even 
without the desirable chain of command, 
it would seem that the National Central 
Library is the logical organization to take 
necessary steps. 

A working party able to work quickly and 
produce a suggested blueprint for the rationalization 
of organization and procedure, taking into account 
periodicals and other materials as well as books, 
might be able to bring about important voluntary 
improvements by the presentation of the blueprint 
at the 1960 Library Association Conference (or 
1961 . . .). If we wait too long for the implemen- 
tation of limited Roberts Committee pr Is, the 
illogical hotch-potch of co-operation will become 
even more difficult to unravel. It was suggested that 
the London and Home Counties Branch Committee 
should consider its own area, and it is possible that 
some limited improvements might be suggested, 
as indeed that Committee is already similarly hoping 
concerning the periodical holdings in its area. 

Book Supply to Students 

D. T. Richnell and post-graduate student 
D. Thompson examined problems relating 
to the supply of books to University stu- 
dents. Mr. Richnell’s ideas to combat the 
undergraduates’ book famine are to increase 
students’ grants and allot a portion for the 
provision of undergraduate libraries of 
reference and loan copies of standard works. 
Students would receive a grant together 
with book tokens either for purchase of 
books or to surrender as subscriptions to the 
undergraduate library. 

Discussion brought many useful points to light: 
numbers of public libraries are trying to cater for 
undergraduates during term as ps vacation ; 
numbers of colleges are at present unable to cater 
during term and refuse to loan during vacation; 
science students can often be satisfied with an over- 
night loan, such as at Imperial College; scientific 
books are not an investment for students to buy; 
the value of books is not sufficiently taught in secon- 
dary schools and teachers’ training colleges. A final 
suggestion was that the London and Home Counties 








Clacton Report 

Branch should confer with the University and 
Research Section to see if there are any useful 
points to be brought to the notice of Universities 
for their guidance in the supply of books. 

A final address by Dr. the Rt. Hon. Charles Hill, 
M.P., Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, on 
“Government Information Services at Home 
and Abroad” brought the realization that the Cab- 
inet must be becoming more information-minded 
anc library-interested. Perhaps the status of librarians 
at home will correspondingly increase. What 
"S38 endeared Dr. Hill most of all to the Con- 
erence Secretary, was that he made no suggestions 
of any surveys which the London and Home 
Counties Branch Committee might undertake! 

NorMAN TOMLINSON. 


CONFERENCE “DIGS” 

An idea well worth pursuing by other branches 
of the Association has forwarded by Mr. A. 
Longworth (Salford) in connection with a Joint 
Conference of the Birmi and District, North 
Midland, North Western and Yorkshire Branches, 
held at St. Annes from April 24th-27th. 

Mr. Longworth writes: “One o£ the most inter- 
esting facts © ing this conference is that 
though it is conceived on the same lines as the L.A. 
Annual Conference, i.e. for official authority 
delegates, we have this year organized secondary 
accommodation at a much cheaper rate for assistants 
who are not receiving financial support from their 
libraries.”” It was an entirely new venture and over 
twenty-five assistants took advantage of it. 

Two courses on “Work with Children” were 
held on April 8th and gth at Accrington and 
Warrington respectively. They were designed to be 
quite Tecect from an examination syllabus— 
practical courses to help young assistants who work 
with children. These were very well supported, 
7o at Accrington and 100 at Warrington. The only 
senior librarians present were the organizers. 





“Too many new books.” This is the warning by 
Mr. E. W. Fryer, County Librarian of E. Rag 


It has, he says, become lace for two books 
on the same subject to be i by different pub- 
lishers almost simultaneously, Often cach book has 
its strong points and collaboration between the 
authors might have produced one first-class work. 
There is also a great deal of pseudo-technical material 
which in its attempt at simplification fails to be of 
value to the or of assistance to the un- 
informed. No library or bookshop, says Mr. Fryer, 
could hope to stock all new issues, and books which 
were pat“ important could easily be overlooked. 
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LIBRARY STUDENTS IN 
BERLIN AND HANOVER 


A party of thirty-five students and lec- 
turers visited libraries in Berlin and Hanover 
between April 1st and 9th. Organized from 
the N.W. Polytechnic, the party included 
lecturers and students from Loughborough, 
Glasgow, Leeds and Newcastle Schools, 

The highlight of the tour was a visit to 
the American Memorial Library, Berlin, 
“with its arms stretched out in welcome” 
to East as well as West Berliners. Scarcely 
less impressive was the Free University 
Library, Berlin, while the Steglitz District 
Library, which included a spacious Music 
Department, indicated the new standard 
set for Berlin’s “Borough” Libraries. 

The Hanover City Library was, like the American 
Memorial Library, something of a landmark, 
although its public, general and subject departments, 
arranged on three floors in an adaptation from closed 
access, were less functional than the spacious, open 
but multi-departmental public hall of the later 
library. The Ost, Ricklingen and Kieefeld Branches 
showed an imaginative approach to the creation of 
light, miervber* flexibly-planned branch libraries 
—the first and last occupying the ground floor of 
blocks of flats. 


“Open Catalogues” 


Unexpected pleasures were the coach tour 
of East and West Berlin, organized for us 
by the City Authorities and the coach tour 
arid hospitality arranged by the Hanover 
City Council. The kindness and courtesy 
received from German librarians was quite 
outstanding. 

Among the details noted by our party were the 
“Open” catalogues, i.c. drawers laid on tables, in 
the Hanover Branches, the dispersal of the classified 
catalogue by having single drawers built into 
appropriate shelves, in Berlin the high standards of 
stock maintenance, cloakrooms and lockers for 
coats and cases and the prevalence of “teenage” 
departments. The increased employment of un- 
trained “technical’’ workers frees professional 
staff for a very full and well-used readers’ advisory 
service. Finally, Hanover’s Mobile Library carries 
on its sides, not dignified lettering, but a lively 
coloured cartoon depicting library users. 

P. H. SEWsLL. 

















DISCOVERIES AT DUNDEE 


In the Dundee High School a library has been 
opened as a memorial to 60 former pupils who lost 
their lives in the second world war. Some of the 
bibliographical rarities that were discovered during 
work upon the library are recalled in this interesting 
account by Mr. D. W. Doughty, Sub-Librarian of 
Queen’s College, Dundee: 

More than 2,000 books (the full content 
is not yet known) which had previously 
been scattered in different departments of 
the school, have now been brought to- 
gether in the Memorial Library. My wife 
was engaged to accession, catalogue and 
classify these books as they were assembled, 
and she has had support from senior pupils, 
who have been instructed as they eed. 
The accessions register is contained in a 
loose-leaf binder. An author catalogue and 
a Dewey classified catalogue with chain 
procedure subject index has been compiled. 
Copies of the British National Bibliography 
have been used to establish feature headings 
and subject index terms. 

During this cataloguing thirteen books printed 
between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries have 
been discovered. Of these, five, or perhaps six, came 
to the Grammar School (later absorbed in the High 
School) from George Bruce, Master of the Grammar 
School, who made a deed of mortification of his 
library in 1738. One is a 1539 edition, from the Basel 
press of Michael Isingrin, of Justin’s Ex Trogo 
Pompeio Historia—an epitome of Trogus Pompeius’s 
44-volume universal history—in a Regent Moray 
binding. The Regent Morays’ spade shield bearing 
the Scottish royal arms, and the inscription In Spe 
Contra Spem and initials | S( James Stewart) are clear. 
The copy also bears the signature of “Jo. Bellenden”, 
eras Sir John Bellenden, a 16th-century Scottish 

wyer with Court connections. It is interesting to 
note that a Greek New Testament in Edinburgh 
University Library, in a Regent Moray binding, 
bears a similar Bellenden autograph. In addition to 
the Regent Moray binding there are two examples 
of 16th century roll stamp bindings. 

From the terms of the Bruce mortification it is 
clear that his bequest was considerable, and it is a 
matter for regret that his library has largely dis- 
appeared. An article on the surviving books has been 
prepared for a future number of The Bibliotheck, 
which is published by the Scottish Group of the 
University and Research Section. 
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Mr. A. Thompson, Assistant Librarian of the 
Science Library, London, resigned his appointment 


at the end of April. This was taken by Mr. 
Thompson in to leave himself free to complete 
the book on Library Buildings, aideaiinioned by 


the A.A.L., and to undertake, at the request of 
Unesco, a second edition of his Vocabularium 
Bibliothecarii. His series of lectures on special library 
administration at N.W. Polytechnic and the winter 
series of lectures on Russian materials, for Aslib, are 
not affected. Mr. Thompson h: to return to 
library work, although this is uniliely to be at the 
Science Library where some reduction in staff is 

with the gradual transfer of the Library’s 
loan function to the Lending Library Unit of 
D.S.LR. 


Dr.C. B. Oldman, Principal Keeper of the Depart- 
ment of Printed Books in the British Museum since 
1948, retired on April 2nd. His successor is 
Mr. Robert Andrew Wilson, Keeper in the 
Department of Printed Books. 

Dr. Oldman joined the staff of the British Museum 
in 1920, He is a musicological scholar of international 
repute, who has specialized in Mozart. 

Mr. Wilson, who is 54, joined the staff of the 

Museum in 1929. He was Superintendent of the 
Reading Room from 1948-52, and specialized for 
many years prior to this period in the revision of the 
General Catalogue of Printed Books. 
Mr. F. C, Francis has been Chairman of the B.N.B. 
Council since the inception of the Bibliography. To 
mark its appreciation of the valued service and 
guidance given by Mr. Francis during the first nine 
years of its existence, a critical period for the B.N.B., 
the Council presented Mr. Francis with an inscribed 
wrist watch at its annual meeting on April 14th. 

Mr. J. D. Stewart, formerly Vice-Chairman, 
succeeds Mr. Francis as Chairmen of the B.N.B. 
Council. 


Three Indonesian library students are studying in 
England on bursaries awarded by the British Coun- 
cil, Mrs. Hasanah is at Hendon; Mr. Mantera has 
been in Sheffield and is now at N.W. Polytechnic; 
and Mr. Soeharjono, who is now in Bristol, will 
later return to Exeter. (The British Council has a 
library of 26,000 books in Bandung and has recently 
opened a new library in Djakarta.) 

Dr. J. E. Holmstrom has retired from the Depart- 
ment of Natural Sciences in the Unesco Secretariat, 
where he has been editor of the Monthly Bulletin on 
Scientific Documentation and Terminology since its in- 
ception in 1952. His address is now 35 Avenue des 
Collegés, Pully-Lausanne, Switzerland, 





“BOOKS and CHILDREN” 


The 1959 week-end school of the Youth Libraries 
Section will be held at Norwich Training College 
from September 4th to 6th. 

The “school” will be concerned with the various 
ways of ensuring that children are made aware of 
libraries and of the fascinating variety of modern 
books. Mrs. A. Singer, of the Berkshire Child 
Guidance Clinic, will speak on “The Child’s 
Development in a Literate Culture”. Miss Cecil 
Leslie, well known book illustrator, and Miss 
Pauline Clarke, better known as Helen Clare, will 
discuss the problem from the artist’s and writer's 
point of view respectively. 

The cost of the week-end will be £3 3s. Last 
date of application is July 31st. Programmes and 
forms of application may be obtained from the 
Honorary Secretary of the Youth Libraries Section, 
School Library Service, County Offices, Matlock, 
Derbyshire. 


WEST AFRICAN SURVEY 


The report of Harold Lancour’s two month 
reconnaissance survey of British West African 
libraries has just been released as No. 53 in the 
University of Illinois Occasional Papers series and is 
entitled “Libraries in British West Africa”. 

Prof. Lancour, who is Associate Director of the 
University of Illinois Library School, conducted the 
survey to give the Carnegie Corporation back- 
ground material to evaluate requests for library 
assistance and to provide a basis be further library 
development in British West Africa. 

The report opens with a brief background on the 
geography and people of Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra 
Leone and Gambia before moving to a more detailed 
description of the current library development in 
these countries. A closing section of the paper is 
devoted to Prof. Lancour’s summary and recom- 
mendations. 

Copies will be sent without charge upon request 
to the Editor, Occasional Papers, University of 
Illinois Library School, Urbana, Illinois. 





LAOSA Dinner 1959 


The annual dinner of the Librarianship and 
Archives Old Students’ Association will be 
held at University College, London, at 7 for 
7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 3rd, 1959, 
preceded at 6.30 by the Annual General 
Meeting. All old students and friends wel- 
come. Remittances (12s. 6d.) to: 

Mr. F. J. Hill, Muhleck, Heath View, 

East Horsley, Leatherhead, Surrey. 











Exhibition at Ste 

A Housing Progress Exhibition, held recently in the 
Stepney Central Library, has aroused considerable 
interest in London. Radio and TV coverage, and a 
full-page spread in at least one national evening news- 
paper, indicated its effect. What is interesting is that 
excellent publicity for the library service came as a 
result of co-operation with other departments of 
that Council. 

Not only did the Exhibition give a clear picture 
of the past, present and future in the development 
schemes of Stepney, but it also contained book 
displays on subjects allied to the theme of the 
Exhibition 

For Users of Dewey, 16th Ed. 
A new journal, Decimal classification additions, notes 
and decisions is to be published by the Libraty of 
Congress quarterly, or more frequently, if necessary. 
Edited by the Dewey Classification Office in 
Washington, its object is to assist users of the 16th 
edition of Dewey by advertising errors which have 
been discovered, notifying new class numbers and 
new interpretations of existing numbers, and new 
index entries. Classification at the Library of Con- 
gress is now based solely on the 16th edition. 
. . » Hinckley, note 

One of those who presumably will be interested 
in this new publication will be the library at 
Hinckley (Leics.), where they are planning to re- 
classify their 44,000 stock from Browne to 16th ed, 
Dewey. The library will close for ten days following 
the August Bank Holiday to enable the work to be 
completed—and this will also involve a stock- 

ing and some recataloguing. To tackle a task of 
this order took “pluck”, commented one Hinckley 
councillor. 
Encouraged—perhaps even inspired—by the success 
and activities of the U.K. Classification Research 
Group, it is proposed to form a Classification 
Research Study Group in the U.S.A., with member- 
ship drawn from, inter alia, the American Library 
Association, American Documentation Institute, and 
the Special Libraries Association. The secretary is 
Dr. Phyllis A. Richmond, of the University of 
Rochester Library, New York . . . The occasional 
Bulletin issued by the C.R.G. has ceased publication 
and wes! be of Documentation will now carry an 
material which the Group wish to have published. 


The International Advisory Committce on Biblio- 
sraey: 90 ese oe ie oc Oe 8 
unctions and those of the International Advisory 
Committee for Documentation and Terminology 
in Pure and Applied Science will be combined in 
a new committee, which will come into being 
in 1961. 

















A LETTER TO THE MINISTER 


HE ASSOCIATION has been asked for its views on the Roberts Report by the 
Ministry of Education. The Executive Committee decided to write to the Minister sta- 


ting that it welcomed the Report, being 
in the L.A.’s evidence had been acc 


ified that on the whole the 
and endorsed. The letter would have reservations 


inciples expressed 


on the Roberts Committee's scaling down of the L.A. recommendations on book 
expenditure. It would also urge that early steps be taken to institute legislation. 

After consultation with the Ministry of Education, the Secretary will report on the 
advisability of re-appointing the Local Government Re-organization Sub-Committee. 


Opposition to Roberts Report 


The Smaller Libraries Group is currently 
seeking from those smaller library authori- 
ties who would be affected by the recom- 
mendations of the Roberts Report their 
reactions to the idea of holding a conference 
at which the position of these authorities 
could be debated, possibly with the view 
to making representations to the Minister 


of Education. 

Speaking to a London meeting of the A.A.L. on 
April 14th, Mr. L. R. McCotvin (a member of the 
Roberts Committee) said that critics of the Report 
could say that it had not gone far enough. Pro- 
fessional librarians knew well enough that book 
stocks in most libraries were ene and that 
staffing was insufficient. Critics should not condemn 
the report out of hand: rather they should 
think of it as laying down a useful minimum 
standard on which constfuctive criticism could 
improve. One aim of the Committee in their 
recommendations had been to mect opposition 
half-way by recognizing characteristic resistance to 
too much central control over local matters. Where 
local authorities thought they would be inadequately 
represented in a revised library service, they should 
try to get more safeguards into legislation rather 
than oppose the Roberts Report recommendations 
out of hand. 


Miss L. E. Gardner 
In the item “Wales and the Roberts Report”, in 
the April issuc, reference was made throughout to 
“Mr. Gardner”, Borough Librarian of Rhonnda. 
This should have read “Miss L. E. Gardner”, and 
the editors apologize for the misunderstanding. 











£1,428 is the lowest salary 
Public Library. But this sca 


poe by New York 
ie compares so un- 
favourably that New York are losing staff to other 
U.S. cities at the rate of one a day. 
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Away from it all? 
City of Cocoa, Florida—heart of the missile and 
satellite poe qualified librarian to head 
up its library. Pleasant working conditions. Won- 
derful climate and fishing and other sports the year 
round. Excellent salary commensurate with ability. 
Adequate library budget. Real chance to a dedicated 
ee for considerable growth in this rapidly 
gconing area. (Advertisement in A.L.A. Bulletin, 
US.A) 
The Quiet American 
Will gentlemen, Alaska-bound, 
In trailer of his own devising, 
Please let us know if he arrived, 
And end our wild surmising? 
(Oh, dear—we wring our hands and moan— 
To make a trip like that, alone !) 


Lady, last seen carrying book 
On letter-writing, who'd 
Confided delicate objectives— 
Would she tell, please, what ensued? 
(Did he—is the project thriving, 
Or is she still nine-to-fiving ?) 
And, young would-be frogman, 
Making is own *SCUBA, did 
It work, and is he even now 
With all those octopi and squid? 
(Or, with mermaids in some grotto, 
Playing wicked games like Lotto?) 
We'd consider it a bonus 
If they'd only write or phone us. 
Object? Hardly matrimonial, 
No, nor even testimonial. 
We don’t seek to share their glory, 
But we can’t help wanting to finish the story! 
Mary Jane Swit, 
South Branch Library, Toledo, Ohio, U.S.A. 
* Something, something, underwater breathing 
apparatus.—Eds, 























An “Anachronism” that Bought 
Books is Abolished 


For nearly 80 years fines collected for overdue books 
in Norwich Public Libraries have gone into a 
separate account, from which in the course of time 
there have been acquired the works that form the 
unrivalled local collection of Norfolk and West 
Anglian books, pamphlets and MSS. 

It was in 1880 that the City Librarian of the day 


Science Information News 


| The first number of this new American bi-monthly 
| bulletin “Reporting national and _ international 


first got permission to put the fines—about £10 | 


then—to buy local works. That tiny income has 


latterly grown to close on £2,000 a year. But the | 
Norwich City Treasurer, not altogether surprisingly, | 


viewed the existence of a Local Collections Account 
as a positive anachronism. Certainly, it had to be 


acknowledged that whatever label it was given the | 
money emanated from the ratepayers and that | 


consequently it was at least logical to incorporate 


it in the committee estimates, when, incidentally, | 


it would enable them to be compared with the 
estimates of other towns. 

Norwich Finance Committee has now secured 
agreement that the Account shall be abolished. It 
was claimed that the alternative method—the 
purchase of local collection material from the 
“ ordinary funds—would not imply any loss of 
revenue because there was considerable municipal 
pride in the City’s local collection. 


Aid to Industry 


At the same meeting the City Librarian reported 
a further {600 was sat made available to the 
library from the American Memorial Fund. He 
suggested that the money might go to purchase 
books of special use to local industries. This was in 
one sense an echo of the meeting convened in 
Norwich recently by the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Eastern Branch of the L.A., at which 
Mr. K. A. Mallaber (Librarian, Board of Trade) put 





local industrial information service realistically in | 
these terms: “Books are more than just useful to | 
industry; they mean hard cash.” If good intentions | 
and hope signify anything at all, then something | 


in the way of an industrial information service | 


should eventually enhance the library provision 
at Norwich. 


Co-operative information 
service for Huddersfield? 


An Aslib meeting at Huddersfield on April 8th 
raised the question of setting up a technical and com- 
mercial Silesinaill service in the town. The meeting 
was attended by representatives from local industries 
and colleges, and the speakers included Mr. S. T. 
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developments in scientific and technical infor- 
mation” has recently been published. It is issued by 
the National Science Foundation at an overseas 
subscription rate of $1.75 a year. It is the outcome 
of the establishment in the U.S.A. at the end of last 
year of a Science Information Service, whose 
urpose is “to make scientific literature in all 
anguages more readily available in order to shorten 
the time spent by scientists searching for needed 
information”. 

Among the items the first issue includes is an 
announcement of a two-part World List of Future 
International Meetings, to be published monthly by 
the Library of Congress from June, 1959. Part 1 
will cover science, medicine and agriculture; 
part 2, social sciences and commerce. The List 
will be available through the U.S. section of 
H.M.S.O., or direct from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, at a price to be announced. 

It is a clear sign of the times that nearly all of the 
22 Foreign Science Information grants, listed at the 
end of this first issue, are concerned with supporting 
projects for translating Russian material speci- 
fically cover-to-cover translations of 17 Russian 
technical journals, 


Science Abstracts of China 
Chinese scientific development is something the 


Western nations will ignore to their cost, we are 
urged. Some clue to this development lies in the 
Chinese scientific and technical journals, but here 
the language barrier is a great obstacle. This year, 
however, the Institute of Scientific Information in 
Peking began publishing a two-monthly journal, 
Science Abstracts of China, in several main languages 
including English. Chinese material only is abstracted 
and arranged in five main sections—Mathematics 
and physical sciences; Chemistry and chemical 
technology; Biological sciences; Earth sciences; 
Technical sciences. (The address of the Institute is 
Academia Sinica, P.O. Box 640, Peking, China.) 





Dibnah, Deputy Borough Librarian, and Mr. L. 
Taylor, Librarian of the Industrial Gear Division 
of David Brown Industries Ltd. 

The outcome was the election of a committee to 
consider (1) whether the provision of scientific, 
commercial and technical information at the 
Public Library is adequate; (2) the setting up of a 
course for information at ripe ad 
Technology; (3) the institution of a local 
of co-operation for industrial information. 














BRIEFLY 


The March issue of D.S.LR.’s LLU Translations 
Bulletin contains a Classified list of the 141 Russian 
technical journals of which the American Office 
of Technical Services is publishing translated 
abstracts (see p. 30 of April Liaison). It is noted there 
that “O.T.S. is prepared to nab providing 
complimentary copies of these abstracts to abstract- 
ing services in the United Kingdom”. 


Bowing to the changed demands of 1959, the reading 
room, which was an important feature of the library 
at St. Albans when it was opened fifty years ago, 
is to be closed to provide extra space for the junior 
and lending libraries. 


Strict interpretation of a by-law relating to 

“wheeled vehicles” compelled a librarian at 

Shevington (Lancs.) to refuse admission to a 

you invalid in a wheelchair. Permission was 

Y given for the by-law to be waived to admit 
heelchair””. 


fee inaw 


Room at the top. Work is to start on the con- 
version of a double-deck bus to a mobile library for 
West . . . The suitability of trailer- 
type mobiles for urban areas is demonstrated by 
Luton’s report that its two trailers operate at a cost 
only slightly more than that of one self-propelled 
vehicle . . . At Darlington the job of towing the 
mobile to its various sites in the town has been 
offered to private contract . . . “Survival of the 
fittest’’ is how conditions at Olney (Bucks.) mobile 
library are described in the librarian’s latest report. 
“Journeys through fog, ice, snow and floods” were 
rewarded by increased issues, but pressure on the 
limited space in the vehicle remains so great that 
“at present it is impossible to give any assistance to 
readers or to check information for them in biblio- 
graphies without encamping on the pavement”. 
‘Premises for a permanent branch at a local inn are 
being sought. 


Youth takes charge. Encouragingly, the county of 
Lancashire likes its librarians young, it seems. At 
Oswaldtwistle the new librarian is Mrs. R. Ward, 
aged 23, who has “been a librarian for 14 months” 
and is a grand-daughter of a former Chairman of 
the library committee. Recently appointed Librarian 
of Colne is Mr. P. Wightman, 25, from Cornwall 
County. Mr. Wightman is currently engaged on 
weeding the shelves, revealing many books which 
have been issued only rarely in the last ten yee, 
and include items like The future of sweari 

An otis of sleep, which, very fessor pa ; 


not stirred for 22 years. 


Library laboratory. The American Library 
Association has plans for a testing laboratory and 
research programme for library materials. 


The Fifth International Congress of Music 
Libraries will be held at Cambridge from 29th June- 
July 4th. Topics will be: Technical problems of 
music in public libraries and documentation centres 
(including a paper by E. J. Coates of B.N.B. on 
“Facet classification of music’’); Music research 
libraries; Definition of terms in music bibliography ; 
Gramophone record libraries—problems. Details 
are available from Mr. W. H. Stock, Librarian, 
Royal Academy of Music. 


“Nature tables” are a feature at Camberwell 
(London) junior libraries, where children can display 
what are described as their “prized possessions’. 
Children’s committees produce their own magazines, 
and chess clubs, essay and painting competitions, 
and debates are among the activities they are 
offered. A full-time children’s librarian is to be 
appointed to direct the service which will include 
co-operation with local schools. And for a trial 
period of a year Bradford will not fine children 
returning books after the due date. 


In anticipation of a new library (“expected to be the 
most up-to-date in London”) on the Brandon 
Estate, Walworth (London), a branch in Fleming 
Road has been closed. To make sure that elderly 
people do not suffer in the interim by the closing, 
Walworth are prepared to have books delivered to 
their doors. For disabled readers in Dagenham a 
delivery service of selections of books has been started. 


Warwick. The ancient library of the Collegiate 
Church of St. Mary may be offered on permanent 
loan to Birmingham University, as the church 
council cannot afford the repair and upkeep of the 
1,400 books, some of which are 15th century. 
In 1956 a rare Caxton was discovered there and was 
sold to the British Museum for £7,000 . . . Less 
will be spent on books by Warwick Public Library 
this year: the estimate for books and binding has 
been cut from £2,500 to £2,000 


Thirty-two offers have been made for the purchase 
of Luton’s central library, which is to be sold in 
anticipation of the new building whose cost it is 
hoped to meet entirely out of the proceeds of this sale. 


Blaming the counter-attractions of television, the 
librarian of Marchwood, in the New Forest, reports 
that six years ago the branch had 60 members, 
but “now there are only four regulars who call”. So 
when oF have TV the place can close down, 


presumably 
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